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Hello Venice Presbyterian Church!  
 
We have finally made it to May. I am thankful for the sunshine,       
flowers, and beautiful blue skies this week. In this newsletter, I have 
information about Pentecost, labyrinths, and new office hours. Please 
take a quick read of this information. If you have any questions,       
comments, or concerns, please feel free to call or text me at                 
513-377-3368. Peace be with you all!  
 
Pentecost: Birth of the Church  
As many of you already know, Pentecost Sunday is May 23. Pentecost 
is the Christian festival that celebrates the descent of the Holy Spirit 
onto the disciples of Jesus, sending them out into their ministries of 
sharing the Good News. To celebrate the creation and birth of the 
church, our Parish Life and Evangelism committees have come together 
to offer some new spiritual practices. We will have a couple of          
Pentecost trees. This is a spiritual practice where we write our prayers, 
our joys, our concerns on ribbons colored red, yellow, and orange. After 
writing on the ribbon we then tie them to the tree, setting the tree 
aflame with prayer, joy, and concern, sharing these thoughts             
communally. Additionally, thanks to the great creativity and work of 
Tad Adams, we will have a labyrinth to walk, that just so happens to be 
in the shape of a flame. This labyrinth will be in between the annex and 
the church building. As many people do not quite know what a          
labyrinth is, I have decided to share some information about them!  
 
Labyrinth: celebration in a new spiritual practice 
A labyrinth is an ancient symbol and practice that relates to wholeness. 
A labyrinth combines the imagery of a circle as well as the spiral into a 
purposeful path. This represents our journey to our own center and     
being and then going back out again into the world knowing this      
sureness and inner peace. Labyrinths have been used as meditative, 
prayerful, and spiritual tools. I hope that you go for a walk or two 
through the labyrinth this Pentecost and continue the practice              
afterwards. Labyrinths have been very influential and powerful to my 
own faith journey, remembering to breath, to put one foot in front of 
another, to pray and begin again anew.  
 
 

Continued on page 4 
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As your new Pastor, I am excited to get to know you and I am available 
any time you need me.  I wanted you to know I have the following regular 
office hours when you, and potential new members, can expect to find me 
at the church, unless I am on a pastoral call: 

 
 Regular Office Hours:  

Tuesday-Friday 9am-1pm 
  

I am also available any other time you need me. Please take a minute to 
write down my contact information: Office Phone 513-738-1317, Cell 

phone 513-377-3368, email, PastorMary@thevenicechurch.com. If I am 
not available, I will reach out to you as soon as I can. 
 
Peace, 
Mary 



5 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION REORGANIZATION 
 

The Women’s Association Executive Committee of our church met  
recently to discuss the future of our organization.  Over the past years 
we have reduced our number of meetings, and attendance to those 
meetings has decreased as well.  We are considering disbanding the 
Women’s Association and keeping our Dorcas and Togetherness      
Circles.  We would want to keep our Church Service Committee for our 
Funeral Luncheons.  We would also still like to hold fundraisers to  
support local missions.  We value the input of any Circle or Women’s 
Association member, past or present.  If you have any ideas, concerns 
or comments regarding this situation, please feel free to call me at      
738-1966 and I would be happy to discuss this with you.  We will need 
your input by June 30th.  There will be a Women’s Group Meeting after 
church in July for discussion and/or a vote.   
(This date is to be determined.) 
 
Thank You, 
Martha Young 

_________________________________________________________ 

Deacons 

 
The Deacons next meeting will be Wednesday, May 5th at 
6:30pm. They will be meeting in the Annex. 
 
_________________________________________________ 

Togetherness Circle 
 

The Togetherness Circle meeting has been cancelled for  
May.  



6 

 

The Deacons will be honoring high school and college  
graduates who have been part of our church family on  
Sunday, May 30.   
 

 
 
Our College Graduates: 
 Rev. Mary Hayes 
 Alyson Rohrer 
 
Our High School Graduates: 
 Ethan Boyle 
 Lisa Brandenburg 
 Will Lee 
         Jessica Rosteutscher 
 Jennifer Schwab 
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PENTECOST 
           MAY 23, 2021 

 
  Come join us May 23 to commemorate the descent of the    
Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other believers of Jesus 
Christ.  Pentecost signifies the birth of the church and we are 
planning a celebration with the decorating of a Pentecost tree 
in red.  You will also be able to experience a walk through a 
Labyrinth (designed and constructed by Tad Adams) for quiet 
meditation, prayer and connection with God and creation.  
 
 
 
The Evangelism Committee  



8 

 
Behind The Live Stream at VPC 

 
It probably would be easy to blame our Live Stream efforts on 
COVID19, but the truth is something more like “we were really behind 
times” in reaching folks that were unable to attend worship in a  
traditional way. 
 
We started by broadcasting worship from the generosity of Dan and 
Gayla Young, by using the already installed equipment at the funeral 
home.  When it became apparent that COVID wasn’t going anywhere 
fast, the Session became interested in providing Live Streaming from our 
Church.  We got a bid for installing the equipment and we suffered a   
little sticker shock from the prices we were seeing.  Further investigation 
yielded a more flexible approach and improved pricing.   
 
We (Owen Ziepfel) built our own, very powerful computer, plus  
purchased a camera and software.  In the process we discovered we 
needed to improve the network system in both the church and annex 
since we operate as one entity.  One network service for each building 
essentially doubled our monthly rental costs for internet availability.  We 
now have a very sophisticated network system running on fiber.  This 
afforded us the ability to stream both on YouTube and Facebook at the 
same time.  Our services are stored and available on our WEB page for 
viewing at a later date, should you miss a worship service.   
 
As we were working on the installation, we discovered two speakers in 
the sanctuary were defective.  The Trustees made the decision to replace 
all four speakers to balance the system appropriately.   
 
Due to COVID 19 we have an absence of bulletins.  We now have the 
ability to display bulletins on the TVs in the sanctuary, until we can  
worship normally.   
 
We also installed a TV in the Fellowship Hall and the classroom behind 
the sanctuary.  These spaces can be used for additional seating should 
the need arise.  Again, thanks to social distancing, you will be able see 
the same view as you would on the Live Stream.   
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As part of our outreach we have purchased the ability to bring our      
services to those that are unable to worship with us.  Those folks     
without internet capability in their homes can borrow one of our tablet 
computers and watch our services on livestream.  
 
We are still learning all the functions available to us and we apologize 
for any mistakes you may see.  We have had some service interruptions 
already which have been out of our control, but all the services are    
recorded and will still be available later from our WEB page.  Again, 
thank you for your patience and we hope you enjoy our broadcasts. 
 

Bob Young and Owen Ziepfel. 
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News from the VPC Investment Committee: 

 

The church has received an anonymous $5,000 donation from one of our 

church families.  The donation has come in the form an account with the 

Hamilton Community Foundation.  The name of the account for the church 

is called the Venice Presbyterian Legacy Fund. 

Income from the Venice Presbyterian Church Legacy Fund has been       

designated for the use of the church for operational expenses, projects, or 

mission work.  If the church should cease to exist, the income will go to 

RAMM.  If RAMM should cease to exist, Ross Schools would be the      

recipient of the income from the account.  Over time additional donations 

can be made to the Venice Presbyterian Church Legacy Fund by any 

church member or friend on the church. 

The Hamilton Community Foundation is a local organization which      

manages over $90 million in funds for over 800 separate accounts.  The 

purpose of the foundation is to improve the local community.  Each         

account is designated for a specific purpose as designated by the account 

origination. 

The Investment Committee is thrilled this opportunity exists that any future 

bequests to the church can now go into the Venice Presbyterian Legacy 

Fund. 

 

Dale Hanson 

Investment Committee Secretary 
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The Venice Presbyterian Church pantry has had 54 visits 
through April. Your donations are serving about 15  
families a month at the church. We could not help this many 
families without your generosity and kindness. If you can 
bring just one item per week from our list of needed items, or 
would like to make a financial donation for “Venice pantry” to 
purchase needed items, it would be a great help. 
 
1. Jelly & Peanut Butter 
2. Cereal 
3. Canned Meat (tuna, chicken) 
4. Canned Pasta Meals and Soup 
5. Spaghetti Sauce & Pasta 
 
Any questions, please see Dave Wheat or Rick Weppler. 
__________________________________________________ 

Trustees 
 
Trustee of the month: 
 
May:     Greg Young          June:    Ron Mienheartt 
__________________________________________________ 
Joy Minks now has a mailbox at her home. Please make note 
of her new mailing address: 4111 Brown Farm Drive,       
Hamilton, OH 45013. The mailbox in Miamitown will be    
discontinued.  
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 This will give you an update on the Income vs Expenses for April and the 
year. Thank you for your continued financial support of the church. 
 
 

 
* 
**$13,950 of 2021 pledges paid in 2020          
***Estimated for April 
 
Our operating expenses in total for the year are more than our income by 
$8,000. 
 
Major projects that have been done at the church through April which 
were not included in the budget are: 
 
Completion of attic cleaning:     $16,008 
Live streaming services:  $10,760 
Rewire Annex for internet:                 $  3,267 
 TOTAL   $30,465 
 
Major projects have utilized $20,000 from investments so far in 2021. 
 
 

Anyone who would like to review our full financial report for the month, 
please contact me. 
 
Dale Hanson  
Treasurer of VPC 

  EXPECTED FOR 
April 

ACTUAL FOR 
April 

STATUS FOR 
THE YEAR vs 
EXPECTED 

2020 PLEDGES 0 0 $2,116 

INCOME $12,021 $11,281* +$11,275** 

EXPENSES $17,405 $17,674*** -$2,840 
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Ushers 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Worship Assistants 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Communion Preparer 
 

May 2:           Dale Hanson 
 
June 6:           Kim Young 

May 
2nd               Youth Group 
9th                Deacons 
16th              Men’s Group 
23rd             Women’s Group 
30th              Back Row Ladies 

June 
6th              Youth Group 
13th            Deacons 
20th            Men’s Group 
27th            Women’s Group 
 

May 
2nd            Alan Marsh 
9th             Dave Toler 
16th           Kim Young 
23rd           Lee Steenken 
30th           Bill Steenken 

June 
6th               Dan Young 
13th             Dale Hanson 
20th             Gayla Young 
27th             Richard Bohne 
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Christian Education 

 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
 
Isaiah Bible Study, Thursday mornings at 9:30am, 
from April 29 - May 27. Led by Judy Bohne. 
 
Come join us and experience word pictures to spark 
your imagination. The preeminent prophet, Isaiah, 
paints pictures of the holy and composes  
symphonies of hope. Witness the double-edged  
dynamic of God’s holiness, both burning away sin 
in the furnaces of His judgement and refining the 
humble so they are fit for His presence. God, the 
looming judge also sends the Suffering Servant, 
who takes our sorrows upon Himself. Watch Isaiah 
bring these seeming contradictions to dramatic resolution in his magnificent 
masterwork. 
 
These words were written to bring Israel and Judah back to God, but  
Isaiah’s words speak to us today and give us hope and guidance in these 
troubled days. 

__________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Junior Church 
 
We are hoping that more children will come back to the church in the 
near future so we can begin Junior Church again. We have the materials 
and are ready to go. 



15 

 
Adult Sunday School 

 
Kim Young started a new series by Ray Vander Laan called Israel’s      
Mission Becoming a Kingdom of Priests in a Prodigal World. 
What does God want us to do in this different culture. He wants to not be 
of the world but be in the world. Ray Vander Laan gives us great advice on 
how to be a kingdom of priests. We started on Sunday, April 18th and will 
run through May 23rd. 
 
Summary of the Series: 
As they stood at the foot of Mount Sinai, the Israelites not only agreed to 
partner with God by worshipping Him as king, they also took on a mission:  
become a kingdom of priests in a prodigal world.  This had been God’s 
plan for His people from the time He called Abraham out of Ur, a mission 
that would forever characterize Abraham’s descendants and one which  
Jesus would renew with His own ministry.. Follow the rabbi through Israel 
and Jordan, scaling mountains in the Sinai and exploring cities of            
Decapolis as you unpack what it means to be a kingdom of priests today. 
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Youth Group 
 
Our youth had a bonfire at Cindy’s house last weekend and we all had so 
much fun! We ate hotdogs, chips and made smores! Sitting around the 
campfire talking about school, boys, sports and the future warmed our 
hearts!  
 
We have plans to go see Ellie play softball, go on walks (that may or may 
not end at Flubs), go to Governor Bebb and of course more bonfires!  
 
We are looking for a youth camp to attend this summer and have a few ide-
as to look into. 
 
Confirmation is going well and we are all learning. 
 
Most importantly, Wednesday, May 26, Ethan Boyle, Amy Brandenburg, 
and Will Lee will be Graduating from Ross High School. Cindy and I are 
so proud of and excited for these three young adults. We have been a part 
of their lives for so many years and are sad to see them move on but can’t 
wait to see what they will be doing! Much love and blessings are wished 
for each one of you. We love you! 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Jen 
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RAMM  

 
The RAMM monthly open pantry is held the third Saturday of each 
month, from 10am to 12pm, at the Ross Schools Administration Building, 
room 101. We have changed to a “drive-thru” pantry beginning in March, 
2020 due to Coronavirus. The monthly fresh market open pantry had 235 
visitors thru April 2021. If you would like to volunteer your time or have 
donations of perishable or non-perishable food items, or personal care 
items, please contact Greg Young at 513-212-7950.  
 
Financial donations are greatly appreciated! Thank you for your continued           
generosity and support! 
 
RAMM now has a website!      www.rammbutler.org 
 
You may now donate thru Venmo! RAMM-Ross and Morgan Ministries 

 
Our next RAMM meeting will be on Saturday, May 1, 2021 at 9:00AM, at 
the Venice Presbyterian Church Annex. All are welcome! We ask all     
attendees to please wear a face mask. 
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May Preschool News 

 
 
We will be wrapping up the 2020-2021 

school year this month. This school year has definitely been  
different with all of the changes that covid has brought, but 
overall, it has been a good year. We are grateful we were able to 
be in school face to face with our students the whole year and 
we are grateful for the wonderful families we were able to work 
with. We are proud of our students and how much they have all 
grown since September.  

 

For May, our bible story will be Jonah and the Whale. We will 
be learning about the letters Ss and Zz and getting a little more 

practice in with the kindergarten readiness skills. Each         
classroom will be completing evaluations for each student in 
preparation for parent conferences held this month. We will also 
be making the handprint t-shirts for our students to wear to our 
graduation ceremonies at Harbin Park at the end of the month.  
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 2021-2022 
Venice Presbyterian Preschool 

4244 Layhigh Rd 
Ross, OH 

513-738-0158 
preschool@thevenicechurch.com 

 
Ages 3 to 5 (must be potty trained) 

9:15 am – 11:45 am 
 

2 day morning (Tues and Thurs) $110/month 
3 day morning (Mon, Wed, Fri) $130/month 

$20 non-refundable registration fee 

 
*Monthly tuition includes a daily snack 
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PRAYER LIST 

 
Please keep Patty Wurzelbacher in your prayers for healing. Patty is 
back at home receiving 24/7 care. You may send a card to: 60 Robert 
Drive, Hamilton, OH 45013 
_________________________________________________________ 
Please keep LaVerne Mehl in your thoughts and prayers. You may 
send a card to: 5251 Dixie Hwy, Apt. 1115, Fairfield, OH 45014 
_________________________________________________________ 
Please keep Amanda Roberson and Nicara Wilson in your prayers for 
healing. 
_________________________________________________________ 

Please keep Dyllan Brandenburg in your prayers for continued       

healing. You may send a card to: 3091 Buell Rd, Hamilton, OH 45013 

_________________________________________________________ 

Please keep Rick Weppler in your prayers for healing. Rick has begun 

chemo treatments. You may send a card to: 3209 Kirchling Rd,        
Hamilton, OH 45013 

_________________________________________________________ 

Please keep Ruth Guenther in your prayers for healing. You may send 
a card to: P.O. Box 175, Ross, OH 45061 

_________________________________________________________ 
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5-2    Tina Ozias 
5-7    Tad Adams 
5-7    Addison Asher 
5-9    Shirley Hamilton 
5-10  Rick Weppler 
5-14  Ellie Boyle 
5-15  Carole Wheat 
5-15  Kim Young 
5-17  Kara Brandenburg 
5-30  Chris Young 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-9    John and Sue Pigg 
5-17  Clarence and Nancy Bohne 
5-22  Rick and Candy Weppler 
5-30  Jody and Becca Asher 
 

 
 
 
 

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please 
contact the church office. Thank you. 


